Snout greatly elongate, blade-like, with numerous, sharp, lateral teeth and a pair of long barbels Snout not blade-like with lateral teeth A from 1A
Pristiophoridae
Body strongly depressed; pectoral fi ns very large and broad Body not strongly depressed; pectoral fi ns small to moderate in size
Squatinidae
Denticles extremely large; 1 st dorsal fi n origin over pelvic-fi n bases Denticles not extremely large; 1 st dorsal fi n closer to pectoral fi ns
Echinorhinidae
Strong keel on caudal peduncle; no terminal lobe on caudal fi n; strong dorsal spines present
No strong keel on caudal peduncle; a terminal lobe on caudal fi n; spines present or absent
Squalidae

A to 3A
Upper teeth with strong lateral cusplets; 2 nd dorsal-fi n spine much longer than 1 st Upper teeth without lateral cusplets; if present, dorsal-fi n spines often more even in height A from 2A
Dorsal-fi n spines prominent Dorsal-fi n spines absent or very short Head narrow, rounded to conical Head quite broad and somewhat fl attened No enlarged scutes present on caudal peduncle Carangidae Pelvic fi n with 2 strong spines with 3 soft rays inbetween; a sharp forward-poiting spine at front of dorsal fi n Pelvic fi n without rays between 2 strong spines; no forward-pointing spine at front of dorsal fi n A from 16A
Siganidae
Body very deep, disc-shaped, strongly compressed; dorsal profi le angular; pinkish red Body not deep, or if deep then without an angular dorsal profi le and not pinkish red 
Gerreidae Pomacentridae
Anal-fi n with 3 spines and 7-13 soft rays; 2 nostrils on each side of head 9 dorsal-fi n spines usually 10 (up to 15) dorsal-fi n spines Symphysanodontidae 9 dorsal-fi n soft rays; usually 7 anal-fi n soft rays mostly 10-15 dorsal-fi n soft rays; 8-13 anal-fi n soft rays 
Nemipteridae
A
